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of the pastor, and that a season of painfiil 
solicitude awaited the sympathies and anxie- 
ties of the flock. But not in the spirit of 
murmur, nor even of regret, do I refer to 
this event. I see too much of God in this 
dispensation of his providence, to allow a 
moment's existence to either. In its con- 
temptation, every thought is absorbed but 
that of deep submission, and every feeling 
is stifled but that of adoring Iov& His 
wisdom fills my mind with admiration — His 
goodness dissolves my heart in penitence- 
His gentleness makes me great. What our 
Heavenly Fathei- is in this his "loving cor. 
rection" — what Jesus is in the sootbings of 
his sfiupathy— in the succourings of his 
grace, the pen fails to express. In this light 
do I desire myself to view, and in this light 
do I desire to present to your eye, this our 
mutual trial. And ought it not to be so ? 
With the cross of Immanuel before me, and 
with the heaven of glory which that cross 
unveils, and to which it leads, could we pro- 
peHy contemplate it in any other view than 
as a loving correction? "He that spared 
not Ills own Son, but gave him up for us 
all," sliall he send an "evil " which we refuse 
to interpret as a good ? and shall not that 
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May I not tay everytliing that is intellec- 
tually and morally great ? We are in tbe ' 
possession of all real knowledge when we ' 
truly know Christ. And we cannot knoir 
tbe Son and not also know the Father. And 
it is utterly impossible to know the Father, 
as revealed in the Son, and not become in. 
spired with a desire to love him supremely, 
to serve him devotedly, to resemble him 
closely, to glorify him faithfully here, and 
to enjoy him fully hereafter. It has been 
tbe distinctive aim, and the sincere desire, 
though tbe feeble and defective endeavour, 
of my ministry amongst you, to make 
known and to endear the Saviour to youi 
heaiis. A vision by faith of his gloiy, and 
a conviction by the Spirit of bis worth, 
were coeval with my divine life. From the 
mranent that that believing vision burst 
upon my view, and that spiritual conviction 
fastened itself upon my heart. 



And may I, as from a languid couch, still 
press the Saviour'a claims to your r^ard ? 
Oh, bow worthy is he of your moot exalted 
conceptions,— ^f your most implicit confi- 





—exhibiting tbe "man of God" in your 
conduct towards the saints, and in your 
transactions with the world; presenting your 
"body as a living sacriftce, holy and ac- 
ceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service." Shall not, then, every fresh con. | 
templation of this "gifl," emphatically "un> 
speakable," intensify our love and zeal, and 
our faith and activity in our Lord's work i 

But I am anxious, my beloved friends, 
that we should hearken to the espedal voice 
of God speaking to us in this tnal. It ad- 
dresses both the pastor and tbe flock. To 
him bow significant its meaning I It seems 
to say, "Come ye yourself apart and rest 
awhile." It invites him to a season of self- 
examination, of communion, and repose. 
Think not that it is a b^rudged ffA, or a 
gift unduly estimated, when reminded that 
be who ministers to you in the truth of the* 
Gospel, is expending in your service the 
flower of his life — the golden period of his 
intellectual being. How tremendous our 
mutual responsibility ! how impossible to ' 
exaggerate it. Oh, that we may have grace 
equal to our relative position ! But still it 
is prudent to study the ectHiomics of our 
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